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518 Mann's Report on Education. [April. 

8. — Seventh Annual Report of the Board of Educaion, together 
with the Seventh Annual Report of the Secretary of the 
Board. Boston : 1844. 8vo. pp. 199. 

The present report, embracing an account of Mr. Mann's 
observations on the state of schools in the principal nations of 
Europe, is both highly interesting and instructive. One thing in 
the history of it we regret ; and that is, that the indefatigable 
Secretary was allowed to make this tour on the public service at 
his own expense ; his leave of absence, for which he sterns to 
us to be superfluously grateful, being in spirit exactly like the 
resolution of the Pickwick Club, when its immortal founder pre- 
pared to extend his researches into parts unknown ; " that this 
association cordially recognizes the principle of every member 
of the Corresponding Society defraying his own travelling ex- 
penses ; and that it sees no objection whatever to the members 
of the said society pursuing their inquiries for any length of time 
they please, upon the same terms." 

Mr. Mann visited the principal cities in Great Britain, Germa- 
ny, Holland, Belgium, returning by way of Paris. He examined 
with surprising industry the schools in these several countries, 
and has embodied in this report the result of his observations 
with sagacious remarks, and important applications to the con- 
dition of schools among ourselves. Nor has he neglected humane 
and charitable institutions, in his broad and philanthropic survey. 

The general character of this report, which is all that can be 
given at the close of our present number, is excellent in manner 
and matter. It has some defects of arrangement, and some 
faults of style ; and the shortness of the time during which Mr. 
Mann was abroad has occasioned some mistakes. Several 
assertions are too unqualified. Speaking of the " Royal Orphan 
House at Pottsdam," containing a thousand inmates, children of 
soldiers, he says, " they seem collected there as a monument 
of the havoc which war makes of men ;" which can hardly be 
the case, since Prussia has had no war for more than a quarter 
of a century. Mr. Mann might have spared, also, some unneces- 
sary girdings at German home-made Latin and Greek, and his 
ten times repeated assaults upon that famous Teutonic institution, 
the upper feather-bed ; which must be a very pleasant covering 
to sleep under in winter, the only well founded complaint against 
it being, according to the best authority, its want of length and 
breadth. 

To the eloquent and noble conclusion of this Report, we 
say a heartfelt amen ; and we take leave of the subject, — 
hoping to return to it again, — with a feeling of gratitude and 
admiration for the writings and actions of this distinguished pub- 
lic benefactor. 



